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CHILDREN'S LITERATURE:
Views and Reviews
by Jane M. Bingham, Oakland University
the same time, just as a group of
adults all may not "feel like" reading a favorite novel during an
assigned half hour period.
7. Annotated notices of new books
that have been published should be
posted; older children can prepare
the lists themselves by gleaning information from The Reading

Children's literature is an important
part of the school reading program.
Not only do teachers hope to teach
children how to read newspapers, documents, signs and labels, they also hope
to help children to learn to read all
kinds of books, both for pleasure and
for greater insight into life and living.
Children's literature needs to be made
an integral part of the school day. One
or two daily "read-aloud" periods are
a step in the right direction. In addition, the following items need to be
included:

Teacher, The Horn Book, Language
Arts, The Christian Science Monitor and New York Times Children's
Book Sections and other book review media.
8. Parents should periodically be given
a list of children's books from
which they can select books to
read aloud to their children at
home.
9. Literature games should be available for children to use (See Whitehead's Children's Literature, Prentice-Hall).
10. Choral speaking of poems and
appropriate prose passages should
be a joyful part of the reading program, just as there should be opportunities for dramatizing favorite
stories and poems.

1. A book corner with a variety of
books: fiction - contemporary, historical, fanciful - biography, poetry,
and informational books should be
available.
2. Pictures by illustrators of children's
books should be displayed - reprints
from books, posters, calendars, etc.
3. Children's reactions to books
they've read should be displayed pictures (drawings, paintings), reports, mobiles, sculpture, etc.
4. Special books should be displayed
on the teacher's desk for possible
reading aloud (the presence of
A new children's book publishing
children's books on the teacher's concern has been created by Maia
desk or bookshelves is a special Wojciechowska, author of Shadow of a
sign that children's books are im- Bull, Tuned Out, A single Light, etc.
portant).
The firm is called Independent Books.
5. Time for sharing books should be The unique feature of the publishing
planned - teacher with pupils, both company is that they publish the
individually and in small and large books only after they have received
groups; and pupils with other pupils, orders for them. The buyer does not
individually and in groups.
get to examine the book and then
6. Time to go to the library and time decide whether he or she wants to
to read library books during school buy it. Only a summary of the book
hours should be provided - the more is given to the prospective buyer. The
flexible the times the better; chances buyers must agree to purchase six
are that all children won't "feel titles for $25. In this way, six authors
like" reading their library books at are assured of buyers, and the buyer is
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assured of six inexpensive but wellwritten and attractively printed and
bound books. It will be interesting to
see what happens to this new company.
The address of Independent Books is
1776 Fort Union Drive, Santa Fe, New
Mexico, 87501. There is a money back
guarantee if the buyer is not satisfied
with the printing or binding. No mention, however, is made about satisfaction with the content.

Because "minority" books are·often
overlooked during book ordering time,
I offer the following list in hopes that
at least some of the books will be
ordered for all school and classroom
libraries.
Aardema, Verna. Why Mosquitos
Buzz in People's Ears. Atheneum.
African folktale spectacularly illustrated by Leo and Diane Dillon. Ages 4-8.
Clifton, Lucille. My Brother Fine
with Me. Holt. Story of a contemporary black family. Ages 6-9.
Dodge, Nanabah Chee. Morning
Arrow. Lothrop. Native American
writer's story about a small boy's life
on a reservation. Ages 5-9.
Graham, Lorenz. Song of the Boat.
Crowell. Delightful African folktale
told in "pidgin" English; illustrated by
Leo and Diane Dillon. Ages 6-9.
Ho, Mingfong. Sing to the Dawn.
Lothrop. An Asian American's tender
story. Ages 8-12.
Jordan, June.New Life: New Room.
Crowell. A new baby creates a bit of
havoc for a black family. Ages 4-8.
Johnson, R.P. Chief Joseph, The
Story of an American Indian. Dillon
Press. Dignified and authentic biography of a great man. Ages 10-up.
Karl, Terry et. al. Children of the
Dragon, A Story of the People of
Vietnam. People's Press. One of only a
few books for children dealing with
the land and the people of Vietnam.
Ages 10-up.

New books· which may interest
teachers are:
Charlotte Huck's Children's Literature in the Elementary School. Second
edition. Holt.
Zena Sutherland's Arbuthnot Anthology of Children's Literature.
Fourth edition. Scott.
Virginia Haviland and Margaret
Coughlan's Yankee Doodle's Literary
Sampler of Prose, Poetry and Pictures:
Being an Anthology of Diverse Works
Published for the Edification and/or
Entertainment of Young Readers in
America Before 1900. Crowell.
Anne Rockwell's The Three Bears
and 15 Other Stories. (All the old
nursery favorites written for easy retelling).
Madeleine L'Engle's A Circle of
Quiet. Fawcett. (Paperback edition of
L'Engle's inspirational thoughts about
life and children and writing; the
author is the creator of the Newberry
Award winner A Wrinkle in Time,
Meet the Austins, Arm of the Starfish, etc.)
A book which may be helpful to
teachers who are attempting to show
how women contributed to the development of America from 1587 1792 may find Selma R. Williams'
Demeter's Daughters (Atheneum) helpful.

Pinkwater, Manus. Wingman. Dodd.
Story of a brave immigrant Chinese
boy. Ages 10-up.
Richards, Adriene. Wings. AtlanticLittle. Well-written story of a young
girl's robust adventures and lively
imagination; set in the 1930's. Ages
8-12.
Schlein, Miriam. The Girl Who
Would Rather Climb Trees. Feminist
picture book with amusing illustrations. Ages 4-8.
Sneve, Virginia Driving Hawk. Jim-

Going to School in America in 1776
(Atheneum) by John L. Loeper should
also prove to be both interesting and
informative, especially du ring the Bicentennial Year.
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my Yellow-Hawk. Holiday. Native
American author's account of an admirable young boy. Ages 8-10.
Stein, Sara Bonnett. That New Baby.
Walker. Picture book with photographs which show a black family's
reactions to a new baby. Ages 3-6.
Taylor, Mildred D. Song of the
Trees. Dial. Story of a young black
girl's adventures. Ages 7-10.
Announcements
Sue Peterson, Associate Professor
at the University of Michigan in Flint,
Michigan, was elected to the Children's
Literature Assembly's Board of Directors at the National Council of
Teachers of English Convention in
San Diego, California.
Dr. Aletha Helbig of Eastern Michigan, Dr. Francis Molson of Central
Michigan, and Dr. Jane M. Bingham
of Oakland University were elected to
the Board of Directors of the Children's Literature Association. The
Association's annual conference will

be in Philadelphia in March. In 1977
the annual conference will be held at
Eastern Michigan University in Ypsilanti.
Dr. Leland B. Jacobs, noted children's literature specialist, retired from
Columbia University, will conduct
another "The Author and His Craft"
course for Oakland University, Rochester, Michigan, during Winter, 1976.
Several authors and illustrators will be
featured. Past authors and illustrators
have included Lynd Ward and May
McNeer, Madeleine L'Engle, Brinton
Turkle, Rebecca Caudill, Keith Robertson, and Charlotte Zolotow.
For information call or write:
Ms. Gerry Palmer, School Services,
Oakland University, Rochester, Michigan 48063. Phone 1-313-377-3060.
If you have announcements, comments, or suggestions, please send
them to me at:
304 Varner, Oakland University,
Rochester, Michigan 48063
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